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Correction pliz: The drawing on page 16 last month was by Lester
Fried, not by Harry Strunk as the contents page stated.

Crack~0f-Dovm Note: As you may know, this mag spews from a mimeo
generous.iy Jlent us by bon Singer. But now thet Wwo's in uriform, Ben 1s
apperently anxious o 3eil the machine, The sitwtion is incredibdly
confuced at this writing, but if I can't buy it from lhiim, there mey be
a& WARPless interval vntil I cen finance arctiher. If that is not im-
mediately possible, publication will be suspended until at least next
spring, in which case, of course, the balance of your subsoriptions
will be refunded. Keep your fingers crossed.

Credlt Line:- Besides the other moterial marked as such, the peom
by RusSell Watkins cams to us through the Masnusoript Bureau of NFPF,

Tempest Teapot: Small in scale but virulent in intensity, a
battle~roya 8 raged in Solence-Fiction Intermational the past few
weeks, culminating in the resignetion of several members. Sinoe the
club had no congtitutim, there was no agreed-upon procedure for set-
tling the disputé, and both sides took to flooding the meil with “open
letters," often two or three a& day. VWhile I hate to dash ocold water
upon the joyous enthusiasm with which fen leap into battles of this
soxt, it seems to me that more could have been accomplished by (1) put-
‘ting through & c¢lub constitution first, and then, with rules to zov-
ern the action, proceed with the feud; or (2) getting an impartial
|fan to act a3 arbiter, or at lesst to straighten out the flatly contre-
dietory cleims, Oh, well, who ever heard of a fanfeud settling any~
thing, anyhow? 2Rul 11 might profit any other fanorgenizstiam which is
]drift{ng withou? & e¢unotifition, to study the ohaos which resulted in

SFI, and take proventive msasures before the same thing happens to them.

Cpportunity Ks.cketh: From the Fall 48 SPECTATOR, offiecial organ

of SAPS: Tha BAPS want list is at the moment two long; two people wait-
ing, I mean.....50 how about giving SAPS some publicity in any fanmags
you may publish®? Lets get a waiting list at least 5 names long." The
' guy to contact is Lloyd Alpeugh, Jr., RFD #4, Somerville, New Jersey.
‘Need I say mora?

NFFF liembers: Note special offer on oontents pags.
| Incidentels: Gad, mimeo ink (Heyer) ie up to %2 a pound! Mur=-der!
| That must be what they mean by "dblack 201d." ¥ Intended five pages of
t Q=5 thisWARP, but could only dig up three pages of letters that would be
; 0f interest to all WARPreaders. ## MHuve you weac Nelcon Bond's 8Xcel-
lent stfyarn "The Last Outpost" in the Deiober Blua Book? Mhe skill of
i plot development which this story snows lu ¢u0 exeallent reason why Bond
86t8 hig chacks from the Blicks iusiead of the vulps thess days. ##
Redd, what was thet prediction youn mada o few monins pvask wugurding the
Michigan-Minnesote geme? ## Picked up an excelilsnt~ooniitiun copy of
HGWells8 "The Croquet Player™ for 50¢ the other day whilst brewsing inm
- the locel megshop. And for the first time in histoxry, I fouwnd thst a
| "elassic” 1ived up to its reputation. The book is, if avything, more
: Gimely than ever right now, tea yaars after Wells set foarih the stark
. norror which is cresping over our world. Try to find yoursslf & copy,
12 you're not alrecdy famillar with it. adieu...r-tRapgg
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by T.BE.WATKINS
1605 Wood Ave,
Kansas City 2, Kensas

The train is coming down the tract, TOOT, TOOT, TOOT! The ste-
tion agent and Clerk Kent look down at & broken reil. lie sit back
in our movie seats with a smug sense of satisfaction. Thers is no
danger, that train will not jump the track because we knov who Clark
Kent is. He is not & bird, he is not » plans, HE IS SUPLaMANI All
he hes to do is to reach down amd twist that rail back in place with
his little fingor. Shucks, he could blow it back in place.

The station agent dows not know that the man beside him ig
SUPERMAN. The train is coming dowm the .rack, TOOT, TOOT, TOOT!!:
The agent rushes up the treck to warn the trein. s wonder why
Clark Kent delays. Twist that rail, boy, that zzent can't stop thaf
train., Kent looks around, spies haystack, runs behind heystack,
trumpsts sound, train whistle toots, agent waves madly, and taTi,
taT4a, out from behind haystaok comes (oh my schin'! eyes) SUPTRMAN in
full regalias =-- long underwear and cepe.

O.ke, 0.ke, 80 he can't twist rail without special undsrwesr,
Let's go, Sil, the train is coming fast, TOOT, TCOT, TOOT! Vhizzes
past agenl. This is a job for SUPLBMAN! OQff he zoes. Gets in fron
of traim, Mighty ome~slss bulge ©s lLig pushes on engine and stops
train c¢id. Peopie get out and zathsr round. BEyes pop. 4nd DHEN,
with meny a grunt end grcon, SUP..MAd twists reil back in shape.
Oh, well, I suppose SUPLREAN herc 50 nave his sgoboo and he doesn't
twist rails unless someone is looking. But net for our 45¢. Ve've

geen tho feature anyway and this

' is the seriai. On our way out we

> e ARRTH L O notice that the kids have their
04 OWi ' ayes8 glued to the sorsen. Don't

eneer at the little darlings --

they are future stf fans. They

are getting their ABCs. Thaey will

start out on SUPERMAN und Buck Rog=

: ers and perhaps countinue to enjoy

or - RO van Vogt, Williamson and russell.

<) . & e

The thing that disappoints us

is the lack or good science fiotion on the Scrsen., There have been
aulte & number of fantasy pictures and coins I would call semi-scien-
ce fioetion, but very few real science ficiion piatures.

Four plectures produced since the silont e¢ra I would call soi-
ence fiction of & sort. '"Jus{ Imagine"™ was a 3tf humor picture pro-
duced by Parasmount ir the wmiddle thirties. It had something of the
fiavor of Ldger Rice Burrougzh: snd his Merlien steries. The city-
of-the-future scenes and rocket scenes were done in ministure and
were just 28 phoney as a leed dime. The movie patrons laughsd at
the pioture instead of with it. Paramount never made another.

"Frankenstein" was a success, but Universal loused it up with

-

frequent and corney sequels. "The Shape of Things To Come™ was an
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"The Lost World" was tho mest suocessful scisnce fiction pioture
both from & financisl and produetion poist of view, . The prhistoria
animals Jocksd cilize real and e TLOi6 producuion was tio top. This
Bovie was a poad gxemple of whut the movies ocan 20 in pressnting the
imaginatica of science rfiction avthors,

There have been a number of plctures produced that migzht be ocel-
led semi-seisnce fiction such ss "Toe Iavisihle Mun," filmed from an
B8G.Wells sUory; the fsmous elassia, "Dr Jekel and Mr. liyde," acd e
number 0f others,

At the present tine no studios are contemplatinc filming soclence
fleticn. It wouid scom thet the tine is r;pa for thias Yype of picture.
The mnvie patrons lau’ted at "Just Imagine” becaunse 1t waos toc unucual,
Now after ths atomic Do and the V-2 roacket and wita better gtory sud
produciion would th-y laugh? Oclence fietion is a treosure frove of
untonchod material that could provids the modion pictures with many ex-
citing filwms. Ths producors ars retrsnehing on 6z .s and 1% would saesm
that the ciocrce fMction uleriss 2suld he hﬁughu fcr a f.ection of tae

et of besl selling novels and stugs plays. And yob the listlng ol
tuu ups flims in "varisty" xivaes po . sciejes Ficbion stories filmed er a-
boul to he filmed. Whnt gives?

The answer to that ouestion lies in the economic mudcle which most
motion pisture produsers mow Lind themaelves, Durinz the wor the metiisn
pleture companies muda Hha ~1gnast profite ever madz Ly way syps of oo~
tertaiznmont, Luoployment end wajas wore Righ, prices fixed and cammed-
itlas gcuarce he ¢vox=9zod Yed publle «gn\* tlﬂir noney on enfe“bawh
ment, A 1ar xa snarg o¥ the swag went to tig » )

LROViow o Tnuav awn’uymanu 20 TRZAs Are auaLL
nigh,. but goumtities 2r3 0% 80 scarss  aLd
rricess &19 not fixsd and nrs cky Lizh. Tio
shars of the swag to the mation piciirss 18
way &eWns OF ¢ouarse, Hullywoed is svill tak-
T4 biggar grofess per b1~ture than they 4id
kefors the war, bl the cost of production is
muach higher $£han Frewar and still rigieg. £ -
the lipe hetween gross receipts ard «osts continues lo nericw the pra-
ducers swaatl.

Soverel other faetors have entered the piotvre. FEafore e war &
pleturs r““aaocr flvurnﬁ on making his nrodusticn cont o0 demuiotd 3 901G
apd his ovofit o foreign sales. Now fo”e&pn comirioy hvvs & tuhdsnuv
to fax American picitures for all they are worth to save tholr Joliur o+
changas. The British tex ‘em %5% no less., The Frenoh mey 30 the sams,
Many gountries nudsy Russien domination won'd admit Aﬁmri&ﬁﬂ pLotures
8% ail, In the tuivre the Amsricun picturs may do well o maest 4zuiribe
ution costs on the foreign maskat,

|

The movies ere meeting more competition than evar before from big |
time ®ports, liquor and that fes t-prowing haby, televicicn. Juat how
much business they will lose to teluvision ia the biggest headechs 10
the motion picture producer righat now.

The movies are meetinz more censorship than ever befors. Every -
orgenization that ever nzd a veof a2t the movies are hitiing them nowe.
The 0ld prectice of Hollzwoed of pgiving in cn the siighbest complaint
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of some well organized minority is drying up their story material,
They cammot film sex, race, or political prodblems with eny degree of

honesty.

The impsct on Hollywood is terrific. As the proflts dwindle the
aotors, producers and production men soarry around like ants in a step-~
ped-on ant hill, People get fired over night, contraets chango hand s,
pictures half completed ara dropped becauss of au9ts. Tha result has
been that singe the war, Hollywood has produced the poorest run of pie-
tures in its history. Little oxporimentation is going on now, The
documentery film such as "Boomerang" and "The Street W.ih No Name" is
the only new thing that Hcllywood has tried. Reco prejudice pictures
guch as "Crossfive" and "Gontlemen 's Agreement™ have unad & omall suc-
cess, but no new ones are on the way.

In such 2 set-pp it is not 31Pficult to see why the science fic-
tion film, which has hal no outstending success in the pout, is not be-i
ing produced today. The new cycles are Wesherns such as "Rod River" |
and “"Silver River" and musiocals such as "Eauter Parslo” ané "The lady |
in Ermine," both trisd and true formulas azimed ot & large mass audience;

Thers are factors, however, which might cause a new cycls of sci~
enee fiction films when Hollywood cetches its economic brea th., A4 lar-
gor audionce 1s in the makinpg-+read pavagraph 1. The kids today are
reading SUPLRMAN snd Captain Marwel and are better prapsrsd for scien-
ce fictin films than were the kids of yesterday who resd western stor-
les and dime vovels., The atomic haub has stireed the imagination of
the avernge mazn like no ofther event in history and his is better geared
to accept tho scionce fiction premise than he was ten years ago. Sci-
once fiction writers are writing betior stories--scme of them are get-
ting into the slick megazinas, clmogt unheard~of in ths vhirties.

Some produesrs sre predicting that tolevisien will talo over the mess
audi ence entertainment and thet the mevies will produce pictures for

select grours tv be shown in small theaters. This would work in our

favor as our ever growing numbers could put out & strong bid for sci-
ence fiection pictures,

And cne of these days some happy-go-lucky Irishman is going to
i&ytto.fi? moon, If nothing else will jolt the Hollywood producer,
at willl

How would you guys like a couple of seats for "The World of K," |
by van Vogt, in technicolor end three dimensions? On the aisle, you ‘
gay? aigkht this way, boysi

~ END =~

QN His 0ld friends hs could see~~- 3

THE GROSI But tellk with them, oh nol |

Nor did his friends lknow that he
Was so near to them, oh wose!l

The ghost walked the streets of old

Saw how it hed changed today: Sad he returned to his haunts, |
He had lived there long ago To go on his way alona;
He knew not how far away. No ons could know his wants. ‘
He looked back once «- then
was gone.,

by RUSSELL WATEINS ;
203 Wampum !
g) Louisvillie 9, Kentucky | i










THE ARMCHAIR FORTEAN DISCUSSES:
ARSON
sifiyalel Lopagepal KSR E h 3
by r~tRspp

®a the September SPACEWARP I wrote the followingy

"At this writing, they're still having quite a time sver
thet fire-plagucd farmbougs dowr in lseemb, Iliinois. However,
I'11 vonture e prodiction: By the tliw you aoad this, it will
be all oxplained. probudly cn o ohoniend Lasipne XL so, I'1l
comment Turther in the nexy WARP. Antiyuinzg the situation ace
cording to Portl's thuoniee, what I would mout Like to know are
the ages, names, and c¢ther particuniurs apeuwlt the two children of
the household, rarticularly, whether one or both are adopted
children. Guess Ifll have to wait until FATE gets around to con-
sidering the casa."

For the record, the incident began on the 7th of August, when
brown spots appeared on the wallpaper of Charles Willey's home. The
spots spread, burst into flame, and afper two hundred had beenrn put out,
menaged to burn the farmhouse to the ground, In the next faw days two
barns suffered the same fate, snd fires broke out in a milkhouse which
the family was using as a mskeshift dining room.

Willey, his wife and his twg children moved te snother farm, where
more fires broke out,

Meanwhile, the local fire chief, an insurance investigator, the
State Fire llarshal and his assistants were vainly seeking the cause.
In 8 United Press dispatch {18 Aug) the local fire chief termed the
fires "so fantasiic you hate to talk about it."

At fir st some chemlcal in the wallpaper was blamed, everyone con-
veniently forgetting the fires in the barns, This is in the best non-
Fortean tradition. But the UP reports (19 Aug) "Willey thought the

wallpaper to bleme and ripped it off the walls. Then lath and wood-
work burned."

On 23 August, one John Burgerd, Deputy State Fire Msrshal, was
ordered to devote his entire time to solving the mystery, and at that
time his boss said: "There wasn't no fires yesterday, and I don't
think there will bs as long as people are around, if you know what I
mean. There haven't been meny caeses of arson in thesae parts, but you
never kmow., I think we'll find out it's a plain old metch." Nothing
%ike % oompletely open viewpoint in en investigation like this, is

ore?

On 30 August, Burgsrd deseribed how fires "shot out of walls 1liks
lighted gas out of & blow torch."

For a week, Burgard's presumably dilizent investigation produced
nothing, The fires continued to ccour, He was ssid to be hempared by
the crowds of ouriosi ty-seekers on the ferm. (UP dispatch, 23 Aug).
In other words, while hundreds of psople are watching a building, it's

sagier for an arsonist to do his dirty work then if only one person is
on gusrd. Yes,

|
|
i

It is nptaworthy that no mention is made of any metoches, burned or |
| unburned, be3ﬂ§ found in the vicinity of any of these hundreds of fires.|
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By the 3lst of August, we cen easily conjesture that Surgard is
fed up with his job. Here he has to remain cway from the pleasant city
of Springfiold, tramping around in & lot of ashes on o farm, in the
worst heatwave of the year., Besides, he still can't explain the fires.
Meybe his boss is getting a mits pesved, top. After all, it's an elec-
tion yea-rl LN N 4

Farthermore, national attention is focussed on the Willey farm.
Perhaps the Fire Marshal is beginning to wonder how his appropriation
will fare in the next legislature if his office fumbles the ysar's
mo8t importent case.

On the surfacs, however, 811 is quiet. The guthorities give out
a vague but reassuring statement now and then. They are making prog-
regs, and, in Burgard’s words, are all resdy to "put the finger on®
the arsonist,

Now we come to a UP dispatcoh of 31 August 1948, which I quote in
its entirety as it sppeared in the Detroit Free Press:

MACOMB, ILL, ~={UP)~~ The 13~-year-old niece of Charley Willsy
aoonfessed today she touched off the "mystery“"fires that burned down
hiathguse and barss and chased him from farm to farm, euthorities re-
ported.

The confession blasted notions that everything from radio waves
to atomic energy or "ghosts" hed caused the little fires that kept
breaking out on Willey's property.

Wonet lloNeil, red-hairsd niece who was once blind, admitted
touching off the fires with matches because she didn't like whers she
was living, Statea Attorney Keith Scott said, The Ffires--hundreds of
them-~broke out on Willey's wellpsper until his 70-year-old, five=
room farmhouse burned down. Then twe barns went up in smoke.

Investigaiors had been baffled until recently when they begsn to
suspest arson.

Deputy State Fire Marshal John Burgard said he set a trap by ar-
ranging a box of matches in a cortain position at the new Willey home.

Burgard ssid that Saturday wheh he smellad smoke he peered through
8 window and saw Wonet inside. He said he put out the fires and then
sxamined the matches, whioh had been disturbed,

Seolt said the girl conisessed after an hour's qwstionipg by him-
sglf and Burgard.

The girl sald she was unhappy because her parsnts ware separated.

Wonet sald she touched matches to the wallg of the farmhouse when
no one was looking. She said she fired the barms by setting fire to
hay in the haymows.,

Wonet is a sixth-grade pupll. The girl was blind seversl years
age for about & year and es a result waz behind in sohool, Scott said.
Ho did not know the cause of her blindness.

Scott seid he saw no reason for proseoution "at the moment." The
glrl was relessed to the custody of an aunt and Sctdt Beid she wonld

be given an examination at Ghigago. {(End of news item))
- 5

Well, so the case i3 closed. We can now all sigh in relief, withk
perhaps a slight wonder at the extraordinary sbility of a l3~year-old
who could baffle her family, the neighbors, and highly-trained pro-
fessional investigators for three weeks before being caught,

\
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A8Ter all, sho gonfosssd, Aidn’t Ake? IV _only Vosx twe wen 8n
hour to get Lhe confzesion From here. Charlas Foxrd ey a gueint atbl-
tude Soward this {ype of thing: "ihe etatement that scmebedy, operated

upen by the police, or by & sovoner, coutefasd, har ThY mAANing ﬁhqg
has o stagemont that wndsr prezpure an spple producss oiler.” (617

The girl says she started thesa fives (romembher Burgard's previous
description: "Blcomtorch-lika™) by "touching matehses to the walls of
the farthouss when no oM was Looking.” 0Of g remarkeably siriler case,

=] v
Fort writes: “Pegcibiy a dezen male susceplitles could kave lonkod
right at this pretyy, young gird, and not haws osen hsr aftrike = mateh
ard Tfikp it into furiture; but ne flip of a mstceh cenld wo% wallpuper
afira." {(9232) T,....But tha cghied An€fioulty was to espluin the Tire
on ths celling and the firse on ths wsils, I'1L not expsriment, bub I
agsuwns that 1 conld fiip matchses all day at a wall, end not sst wall-
papar afire." (924)

Then there is an interssting paragraph in a UP dispatch of 29 Aug:
"esoesTha first fire in 4thair naw lome broke aut sbont I p.m, Friday.
'It started in & kitchen curteoerd while I wes ocanring tometoes,' lrs.
Willey said,"

Has Wonet, one wonders, also mastered the power of invisibility?

Several cases cited by Fort paralleol the Willey fires in practio-
ally every partioular, In must of thew, the blams is finally fixed (or
shoved) updu a servant-~gizrl, an adeptaed ohild, snyone who ie in the
household but not of the Lamily ifself, Ford bas some remarks ashoub
this, aiso: "¥adeptlen® i3 s good dosl of a disguige Tor geltimg lit-
tle girie to $urk for not much mave than nething. 16 19 not =u push
that 2o many poltovgeist zivle have heasn houzemaids snd Vadopfed dau-~
ghters ' as thet so wany of them bave besn 1ot in their own homas; lost
spd helpioss goungaters, under herd tackmasters, in svraige surround-
iugsa? {930) {
Netice, also, that Wonat was NCT seen satting
the fires, &fhe Waf in the oawr repm with a
fire {mob an wlikely ccanrrsngs when “hund-
roda? of them have cacuxrved in a menth), and
g aabekbox is fouud bto e Taishurbazd® attor
the escitoment of exfinmlehing the higre has
died &owun. Now, ome vhing lacking In this
cade, btut prosent in sev9inl ¢d ted by Port,
is additicral "supsrunataral" gccurrsncase
Furnitore movieg sbont the rooms, spirit raps,
eto., usually scoempany the pitgue of fire-
spotge OSince tho investigators at the Willey
farm wera likely net Fartsenm, they verhsps
never thoeghy vo leok for guch things at all.

Trers 18 scmathing else ~- mentioned, ,
but notl guaneoted wiih the fires -- ard that |
is Wonet's vilndness. 0ffhaud, I can think
of no cemmen dldense which wonld produce tem=

efary biivdniss oxcept the type (whose name |
I cannot ressll) which is equivalent to shell~

ghoci. In other words, Wonet is highl sen- |

i
*Rafevences are to page numhars in the one~
voiume edition of "The Bookd »nf Charles :
Porr  Folh &Co., 1941, (11)




si%i7s, "This could be eoither a cvuss or o result of a telekinatic a=-
bility whioh might be responsgible lor the fires.

Fort expleins this type of firs (vwhich is usually asscolated with
and often blomoed onlan sdolgssent girl) so the vestigsl menifestation
of an ability whish 2%l himang once pogsessed. Alternatively, hs con-
jeoturss that the filre-moiting power cparates throngh mankind, dub 1s
sotuslly caused by the natnral world itsslf ~-~ o meuns of preserving
the huwman raos for ivs functiowm in the Universs -- & weans which was
more often used in the past, but of which occasional Vrsces remain to
the present day.,

|

But, despite the inadaquacy which 20-yoera-dead Fort chows in the |

authoritiss® explaration of the Willay fires, avaryous 16 now ithoroughly

patiefisd that all) Am explained, The utnug Littls uwnivarse of convan«
tional scisnce spins merrily on.

I submit for your consideration fhis: The essence of sclence is
predictatility, If Charles Fort, in 19582, could write the words which
8ngn.inz 3, in 1948, to mals the pradictlon whish hesds thie artiole,
jon 't Forteanism worth the investlgation of scoffexs, skapiics, and
sclontisvs? Yst, tlat complanoent trio ave ail Feo liksly to contlnue
gserene in their belief that they know all the aunswers.,

The last lingering question lurks here, unheeded, until put into
the form of & fanzivue artizle by that not-azsily-satisfied individuel:

Ths Awmphair Fortean

-

Address unknown. NFER

E=FY-N Y- TH Mss. Bureau
Sl Set ) by EAL SHARIRO

|
The hour is soon at hand and than I shall he gons., There was &

time whan 1 would havae protested sod Zried to escaps, but now I reslize
that that would be e hopeliess courss to pursve, I must go when TEW
call, and 1f I cooperats, THRY may allow me to return soom. My breihsr
attempted 0 flee when in their clubtches, bubt it 4id hiwm no good. ©o
has been buck now, for over two years, but stlll one oan ses hew THEY
have changed him.

Perhaps 1f I do not struagle sgainst them, I may learn semething |
of valua, It is ssid that MEBY teach those who would leaym, demending |
only utter obedisnce in roturn. And I desire to lesru. We are ou thiSI
saxth too short a time to leawxn all thaet we should know, Iife is slord.
But he who would 1life forever is 8 fool. For:soon hs would grow olda;
much too old. His braim would becoms too Feesbls to learn. His body
would wither and be consumed with the illnesses of age, but ha could
Enot dis. Endiess suifering would be his for a stupid with.

’ But my mind is wandering. It has elways bsen wandering, but even
more 80 singe I have learned THEY seck to possess me, I must prepars |
myself. I must contact thoSe who htive goms gnd returned. I must try
to contact thoss who have not roturusd. I have no femr but tlat I

8hell sventuzlly return, alive or &sad (for %&2T ure scrupulous in that |
respect); yot I dread the thonght of leaving.

The hour drews near. Soon I shall jein the othars, see strange |
sights, participate in mystoricusr cevenonies and psrform weird tasks.
But perhaya ¢ will not te €os bad&q....in focd, T may eventually lsarn
@like the United Fitatas Swmy. WD <




Savs P

There is not ons shred of truth in ths vile, viecious, slanderous ru-
mor that all other fanzines arc punblishod only so their editors can
trade with me for copies of OTHEK WORILDS ~- KAY-MAR TRADER !

Jhy go to all that bother, when OW-XKMT costs only five -- YES, I SAY
ONLY PIVE -~ cents a copy?

OW-EKMT not only provides the advertising section thet brought  fame
to i1ts predsccssor, Key-Mar Trader, but festures other fanzine ma~
terial of general intsresi &s well! PFiction, articles, poetry, art,
departments -~ OW-KMT has EVERITHING!

Where else, in or out of fandom, cen you find a niockle's worth to e~
gual that?

Get your oopy today.....ONLY 5¢.....s8e for yourself.

PAUL D. COX
3401 Sixth Avenue
“Bolumbus, Georgla

ED:."@

Do not be a stupid ox -- bvy a zine from Paul D. Cox !
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by. REDD BOGGS
2216 Benjamin St. N.B.,
Minnespolis 18, Minn.

OUT OF THE PAST. What's your favorite scene in g8ll science fiction?
Thet's a pretty tremendous question to ponder on an
empty brain, but order a pine flcal erd let's consider 1t., Just let
your mind drift beok and pick out scme likely candidates from among
those tattersd magazine files you've gat. . Thipnk of the =censd that |
hauled you cut ¢f your dbr!tches and huriod Too scrogs. iho galazy till
ou wondered if you'd get back o EFavih 1 2lime ¢ pake the fizst class
omorrow. The Scones thal nudgsd youd abmuells-bens A1 you wollcd on |
the linoleum. The Scensed that mwade your oyes o bit warm at the corners,
8illy slob that you arei{ (There are a fow of these scenes even in this
fleld whers human intersst is scarcs). 1

Whon my good 0ld mind zropes baock in time, it hauls out such sll-
time thrilla as that taut scene in "lLegion of Tima" where the boy {what
was his name?)} either reaches for the magneto half-buried in tho sand
or a peblklc beside it -- and by his choice settles the f2ve of two
mighty future worlds, It grasps the concliusion ¢f Arthar C, Clarke's
"Reseus Party," where Earth's huge armais pours scrosy intsrstellar
space &t & steady olip. It dregs out that supsr~wsdding of Kim and
Chris at the end of "Second Stagse Leasmen™ (I'm & sentiranutal alily my-
salf, blen entendun!} It dusts off the great scene whaio Hugh Noyland
(I remombur his remei) gets his first intsnse view of the sfars. It
relives that smazing scanc in Harry Batea' "A Matter of Speed" whare
the skycereper seosms to spend minutes or hours f£alling into ruin after
the bomb oxplodes within it.

But ag my mind turns up these nostalgio scenes and a myriad of
others, the one thet tiokles me most ie one I remember actually bring-
ing me leesping from my chair first ; e
time I read it. It is in Ted Stur-
geon's "Two Peroent Insplration,"
The story concerns & very nesty
Bchool superintendant, a very clume
8y kid, end a very human million=-
aire~inventor., The millionaire
owns the school, and after several
rages of naatiness on the super's
pert he enters the scene in time %o
Bea the olumsy kid being bullisd, 4
shrewd duck, the old huy sses the
kid's poseibilities and tells off
the super. The kid sees the drift

of things, calmly measures the dis=1}
tenoe between hias fist anda the su~
per'e jaw -~ and whami It doesn't
Sound very drametic, maybe, but I : .
Tecommend you read the story yourself. I think you'll agree that the
kid's one-two on the superintendant'’s glass jaw {8 the perfect olimax
to the indignities recorded on earlier pages. One derives a lovely
fealing of satisfaction from it, and no missake.

How are you coming with your own favorite scene? Not so gocd, per=—
!hapa. Better shove thet pire fleet goids and I'l1 order you & hesy,
Let's see nuw, mayba you liked that scens in Eubbard’s “Kilkenny Cets”

.



where Steve and Vickl wors surrovnied by WOLVOS seses
X % x ¥ X

PUEELY INFORMATICNAL. The "aew" author, Benj. Miller, whose Orig IPrem
yarns ars asppearing in TWS, is really a psouvd=-|
onym for one of the authors gppearing in the Qctobser issuse. All right,
lardhead, guess! ... Lewis Padgett's The Day He Diad, s mysteryarn
whioch shot stf's fair-heired boy to "fop rank ameng suspense writers" |
is out in peperback form. ... Ray Bradbury‘s favorite mcath 18 Octobsr.
«so Redlance Press will publish & bookloet Thius winter titled The La-
volt of the Pedestriens, by David H. Kelisr, M.De A permitied reprint
from The Feb., 1928 angzing, it brings the loc's Lirst-published yarn
back into priant after LU yeers. 204 from Redd Begge, addruss at the
head of this column, (8o it 22 a plug, Art! Buat didn't Dympani give
Warp & freo plug or two?)

* k ok ok Kk

WHILE WE LIVE, LET US LiVE. Like thoughtfrl men evorywhora, stf fans

aro sgoherly conedrned sbout the next war
-~ Atomigeddon. It spcaks well Fox then thal they have the old suts
to consider the pessibility. Taough fans mbitually look toward the
future, it has always bteen toward nove, ieward utopis. The necessity
of staring into blealkmess now, aftor 211 these years, is enough to
strip a mental gear, but fars sre doing it cuite honostly in bull-ses-
slon and fanzine., FNow will war slart? Can we prevent it? What are
chances of psrsonal survival$f

Your humble file«~clerk hes sab in on many inteliectusl discussioneg
wherein these vital questions were brilliantly deslt with, but the pro
babvility of atomic war has often soomed no more terrifying thsn, say,
the solution of the three-body problem. Recently, fthough, I have de-
liberately subjected myself to 2 heavy dvse of current-aventitis o
Winohell, Drew Pearson and all the sditorial-page serivauers. My gisz-
zard 1s frosted, if not actually corgealed, War may not be inovitable,
but let's not kid ourselves, people, it is coming and nobody soes any~-
thing on the horizon that ocan stop it,.

What shall we do? What shoiil wd do? TWe can uSe some ocommon-
sense and ceases to work against the alimost-inevitable. We can %oess out
our piddéling 1ifttle efforts to “urn the tide of disaster. If the VIPS
who ride the plenes to conferernces in Paris end Berlin ard Moscow can't
== or won't ~- ctoser us inte sefer chennols, wa cen't do a damn thing.
We can say our farewells to this civilization, not without nostalgia,
but with a sure fesling that if it cannot save itself, it does not de-
§e§ve saving. ©Perhaps the next rulers of the Zarth will do & better

CDe

From here on, let the metto he Dur vivimns, vivanus. Personally,
I'11 be at the local tavern, if wyuuv're loowing for as. JLater, I'll ses
you when wo march into the shambies where losoow used to be. Or I'll

w 1ttt A
-

see you in hell. |

after the rouzh draft ie set forth with a brittle orack and a
rumble

and gives place to the footnotes of whimpers whose punctustion is
2 sudden scream in the distence

with the spasmodie thump of a dying child'e leg

bloodily scraping sgain and sgain at a fallen timber

the pen of an editor marking copy

then i'll walch the toypheavy cloud ascsnd with eyes already be-
ginning t¢ ltiguify

and comrehend thet the fina) chapter is finished A

veedon't miss qur naxth jesna, ot in e 80%.ases F'%g"l.

|
|
\



M.De

123412834123412341234123412341
2 THE 4iH STORY &
4123412341234)1224123412341234

by Rot. Andrew Gregg RA 16 286 8§77
Company 7, STR
Fort Monmouth, New dJersey

A SMALL GROUR of old women had gathered outside the smell ¥Wise
econsin ochurch, and the ususl discuassion drifted on weird subjeots,
Although those oonversing would not heve understoed the meaning of the
word, the subject centered itself further on heredity.

"I remember when my dsughter was borned," said one of tha oldest.
"For two weeks before she came I et nothin' but fish, When she was a
leetle girl I tried %0 zet har to eut figh, but she wouldn't do it.
She never would eat fish., ©Sse, she was borned not likin' fish, be-
gause I didn't 1like it before she was borngil!"

"My son doesn't like ceats, oither," oontinucd anosther matriarch,
"Whenever John sees & cat in the voed he'll go out of his way to run
over it with the car« And Juvet befere ho wes born that big bdlack cat
we had twenty year ago jumped on my hed and startsd seratohing me.
Just went crazy, I puees, end Jolm nerar dlAd like ocats,"

"Do you remember Jchn Swenson's wifet'" Anodther ¢ld one was fa lk-
ing now. '"She died about forty ysers 2go, s you mizht not remember
her, Anyway, she lived on 2 1li¢vis farm near Castle Rosk. She hadn't
naver been to enyplace larger than that, I gussw. The night before
she had her peventh young'n, scmebody told her about a town in France
where evefybody has six fingers. 4ll $hat night she thought about how
bad it would be if har baby would be horn with six fingers. I deliv-
ered the baby myself the next morning. It was born desd, and it aiad
heve six fingers, Thet's the only thi.g that wae wrong with it. It
had five regular fingers and one extra Iittle ones We buried it right

gwey and didn't tell anybody, not even Swenson's wifé, That's why you
never hesrd of itl"

The oldest crossed her wrinkled hands and sald, "I remembsr hack
in '88 when I was just a 1little girl, We werse living e few miles out
of old Richland City on a ferm, and I remember what happened to old
) Lady Kowauski's
baby. Horae's
the way it was.
Just a ocouple
of weeks bafore
1% was bvorm che
was chased by
a wolf, and..."

- END =
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Jim Phillips, my neuwbaew, cams up from Paola, Xsusas, last week
to look in the book shops and second hepd mazazinse auores for a few
collector’s itens. He pﬁﬂnned to visiv some of his 3UL fsn corves-
pondents with an idea of iuring them inte onc or mars of his fan org-
eanizations. One of his friendd by the name of Ford or Ord or Cord or
something , came over Sunday afternoon and I esagerly joined in the con~
versation, I'm & fan tou, you Enow,

Thay were talking about Henry Kudtitmer. "He's the Leot, you kmow,
since Merriti," salid Jim.

"I 1like H.Gs %ells, myse?®," T cut in. "Havs yon guys ever read
'"When ths Slesper Wokss'?

There was a moment of silencs, Than Gcra, or wei it Ford, said,

“That seriel in Astounding by Russell
was 8219 swn§1 -- lcts of sdventura and
satts want T 1lke." {
"Tre tep adventiure gtory of 81l time
vas Justthuk of the Corridors',” I
et in, "Wery fow asitorias bhave tope
ped trat ons," t

"Never hesrd of that ono," said ‘
Ord.

"What mag was that In end ‘
who wroto it%" asks Jim.

"I can't
romazder who ™
wrote it, but

it was in Am~
aring Btorias o - Fo S
about 194423 5 ROT3-E%
~~gomawhsre

arouud there," ; \=ﬁ3 "In 1934 I wes threa years old,":
/S said Jim. "I way smars, bus I [

_—=_r7 " ooulin't rsad yat. If you canli
e M 4 remember who wicta it, Unele ‘Tom,
you-'re not mach of o fan.,

"I am tooc a fan ~- you don't hove to Tenambey who wrote eve*ythiné
"Did you save the mesgazine; 1'd iiko to read it. i

"No, I didn't save the megasine., Wo Alau’t seve magazines in |
those days, It was just arcund for a2 whiis and then it just wasn't a-
round. How did I kncw guys would e2llsact ‘om some day? Nobhody was co-
lecting them then.” {

"If you dldn't save magazines, you'we not a fen. Fand, HBAL fanB,

have slways saved magazines! What an oergeriizations wers go*ng in
those days?" \

"None, as far as I lmow," 1 was begiuning %o wish I hedn’'t resur-
rected Thmtbhuk.

"Thora's been fan organizations for yeers," yelled Jim., "Didn't |
you read anv of the letter columns?? :i

"No SJ¢ A
-1




"Bid you write any fan letters?"
"No - "

Mo you belong fo FAPA?Y "No." T"NAPA?Y "No." YAAPA?" "NO."
"eird Tuleg ClubT" "No." "Sciencs-Fictionssrst" "Neo." “%oisnca
Figtion Loagust™ '"No." UVSARSY" ~'"No." "YOU!'RE NOT A FAN i1V

"I CAN JOIN, CAN'T I7? I OBNT TX MY APPLICATION To NFFR, T SBENT
IN MY DOLLAR, I'M A FaN,"

"IHEY'LL SEND YOUR DOLLLR BACK. YOQU'RE T00 OLD ™) BE A FAN. WHO
EVER HEARD CF A BALD HBAUED RANIY

Then the telerhono rang and the Iaéy next dogr nald that we would
have to be & 1litile mors cuiod as tho bsby wae asleop. Jim and his
friend went off o & magazine shop without inviting me.

Too old to be & fan == whe aver heard of anyihing like that? So |

I dddn’t save any msgazinog, 8o waehb? What if I do have to get oul my
reading glass to read the latters in "Stertling Stories,® that dogsn't
stop me Lfrom being & fan. What 1£ I am the only one alive who rasd the
reprint of "When the Slaeper Wekes," by H.G.WB1lz, 5n an old "Amaczing" |
quarterly; or who can rsmember "The Feca im the Abyss,” by Merritis, an-
other Amazing reprint in the '30'g? i
\

What's ape got to do with 1t? I 1nsed to remd "Waslrd Tales" back
when & NEW Loveoraft story came aliong now and then and Howsrd wap writ-|
ing for it. I gweated cul "Unknown Worlds® =zight sleng sida John CGampe
bell, I oried when it folded. ‘

I was therd when the old "Amazing" introduced Dr, XKellecr. I saw i
the silent film, "Metropolis™ waen it ran at ths old Rogal Thaeater in
Kaneps City end I still think that it is the only real Selance fiction |
film ever mads in spite of the fact that it was a3 pink so the inside |
of a rabbli’s sar. I'm woll greunded in Ho@. Wells, Merritt, Lovecraft,
and evan Verne,

I've road Hulson's "Gresn Mansions" and “"The Crystls Age."

By Golly, I'm a fani!
~-END -
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TRADERS - ACHTUN

T GOT 'BM; U NBED 'EM? I WAWT PERSN MACS

AMAZING Apr 41 ARTOUNDLING Jan Sop 44; May Sep 46;
ASTOUNDING Mar 47, Jun 47, Oct 47 dan 493 Apv May 4%

FANTASY SEADER #1 | FPM: <Sun 46

STARTLING Wint 46, Spr 46, Jul 47 [RPLANET: Sum 44; Sum 46

TWR Win 45, Sum 46 STARTLING: Fall 44; Win 456
HEIAD TALIS Jan 44 {poor), Mar 48 | TW3: Fall 44
PLANET Wint 47 And s grasat majority of all

ARGOBY May 15, 1937

AVEJIGER lar 40

POCKEPROCK: "Roeskat To The Morgue'
by HoH.Holmss ~- murder strikes|This is a trade offer only; no
among stf aiithorxs snd fans! gales8; no buying. Lot us swaplll

J@ED retBaun -~ 2120 RBay Straeb -~ Saginaw, Klokigau

Pro-~1943 issuss, Send me a
list ¢ yousr extrag,
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({Con Pederson tells us the title of this column should have an umlaut
or a colophon or some exotic crosshateh on it. Porsonelly, wir nicht
versteheon das Spanischea Spracha, su we'rae in no position to argus. But
we're £1s0 in no position to print acesnt merks with cur title-stamps.
So let's just igmore the whols matdsr, shall wo?))

Dear Ard: ,

My new station i8 hers for a while. I may not go up to Astoria
for photoaxarhy school &% all, bubt I sure hopa acd {

I wrote The 4th Story a week or s0 hefore I came in the Army, and |
left it home., I wrots 1t agein on the train between Knox and Monmouth,
and just revived it again, |

I went to Newerk twice to find Sam Moskowitz, The first time I
hed 16¢, and found two S.Moxkowlt¢zs and two Sams in the rhona directory’
snd had no money t0 see him with, so went baok, The second time I tried
to get to Newark with BO¢ and enied uwp on Flatbush Ave. in Brooklyn, and
slept in Penn Stetion., I got back to Newark bioke the xext day amd tr-l
ied to find the Avaion Pub. Oo. It wesn't in the phone book, X conldn't
remsmber Will Sykora’s naxe, I couldn’t find a copy of TWS that hud thei
review of "Life Evarlesting” in 4&, aud no cune oonrid tell ms euything
gbout i1t, 50 1 came back. So hely me, thoudh, T'L1 try agale when X
heve money, I°11 visid Lovecrait®s "Srkbam® couwtzy somo tims and
write & WARP articie c¢n what it's reliy like. And I might vigit Astra)
Zimmer, she lives near Albany. I'm pretty sufe I esn if 1'm stationsd
et Astoria.

Since I've been in the Army I've had my strangest meal (two awigs
of grspe pop and & pack of dried cereal fyom a C-ration can while wait-
ing in a mirount line) and my strangest nizht’s sleep (on the Company
Commander's desk walting for 200 nsw men to i1l uwp the Company.)

Right now I'm acting Oompany Clerk, Which means I take head count,
ait at the cadre table, 8at ahow whsn T went to &nd take what I want to,
don't pull K or guard, use my own tyyor uvniil its bruisn from overuwde, |
end lay arcound for the fizst ¥ nowrs svory duy,. then warlk until 8 at
pight, I've alroady given my poviable o wséiocal discherge. I'1l1 resc-
fivate it as scon &8s I gel ssttlaed egein, “hough, for my own personal
use, and the Orderly Room be dsummod,

I got the ides for The Feourth Story when I heard the first story |

in 2 bus, riding through Lalrodssa, Wide ?
Ret. ANDREW GREGG RA 16286877 !

Cempany 2, STR

Fort Monnouth, New Jersey

P.5.: I'ma re;ruit, not a privatse. ALl the EU were busted a rank

}
1
4
without a salary loss, thank ghed, and thoy mode the nrivates recruits,

MEMO TO GEORGE YOUNG:

Where the hell are those Michifen Meet stencils? I've been {
waiting two weeks now for 'em, s0 I oan run off the last two
, bages of the Scpiember MUTAND! zpavienily, TUREPD (f;y




Desr r-t Prapp: |

Yes, I've been wondering, too, In the megaszines I have been re-
ceiving, there is less menftion of the Torcon than thers would be men- |
tion of who caussd thet odcr In the slevstor, I am roping the next FAP:
Moiling will contain some stuff. I think LICET hes done pretiy well.
With the atuff in the izsue 1 om now prepiring, it will make 3 consec-
utive issues of LIGHT being influcnced by the Torcon.

I've had that same thing h2pren to me ~- using the wrong figures
in a formula then wondering why +he devil it wasn't werking out. Right
now I'm taking & course to prepare for examinations someiime next year
to sss about & government job -- ard some of it is tousgh stuff. For-
tunately I have slways been 8ble to study by myself from books -- bet-
ter than from & teacher, in fecet. But thais demned grammar analysis is
tousgher to ma than asthematics ever wus. Just whad are you going
through for? ((I think a tsacher who hag tosching ability can do won=)
ders foxr & studenlt -~ but such teachers sre rure, unforiumately.//I'm
teking a oscurso {ssigned to produoce a stfwritser -~ or comething, per- i
hape a EBEM. Tecshaisally, I'm majoring in joarnalism, but I8mn also get-|
ting 811 the Boiencs snd math I can oram into wy schedule.))

We oneB had & fraces in the FAPA along the lines of the Cox-Storer-
Sneary afiair -=- one Searles threatsned oensorship, end so on and the
membeleship made things s0 hot ho got out. I am against race prejudiose
== rpllgious prejuiice -+~ sexual prejudice ==~ and consorship of frea S

I
;

speech. If smaything like this gats into the FAPA agsin I'll be in
there Lammer and tongs -- apd I won't be the only Canudian momber.

Ben Sinper probably didn't worry God snyway. Singsr is pretiy '
small potatoes as a morace to the human rsce right now when yon consid-|
er cortain other gent{lomon in the intexnational seene. The ALF will
qudst Pan down., Now he'll find cub waat it is like %o live in a tar-
paper borracks for $wo woals, as Alger kept saying, with a2 grin. RHo
doubt this is the busst thing for Ben, Boun hd a lot of excess energy
and he will now Jearn -~ or should -- %o dircet it to constructive pur-~
poses,

Enjoyed the ocurrent issue of SBPAOEWARP ~= or should T njcknemse it
"Spacerat” -- which reminds me, wonder why no fan has ussd that nawme
rfor & megazine yot? But anyway ~= though there i8 nothing on which I
will oocmument just now, I 1liked reeding the mag. Oh yes, was wondering
why you éon't use more illustrations, Get & local fsn, or even om® not
so locel if need be, who'll do the work direoctly on the stencil. 4and
don't try to say it's too much work if he isn't local -~ Bob Gibson,
who is always eotive in LIGET, livea in Calgary, Alberty. If you know
your gecgraply you'll Imow where that is -~ North of Wyoming! 4nd dis-
tance isn't eny drawbsek with us. ((I Auano.....it's vary saliom that
I sege a fullpage mimeo drawing which I feel would be worth sacrificing
a paze of vext to imgcluds., I cheorfully admit, howevor, that ny artis- !
tic judgment is somsthing to make brave mwem shudder and all artistes to
cormit suiclde, 80 I could be wrong. Howsver, with the excseptiion of
pro- amd con- heotoart, I can't recall that the subjeut of WARP illos
has ever come up before. Reader opinion invited.))

Buesns this'll b3 all.
LES OROQUTCH

Box 121
L. Parry Sound, Ontario, Oan.




Dear Arturo:

Noticed among othar things in ye September WARP, a rasping hunk
of propagande for the Oatholic Church bg Dan Muleahy. FPerhaps it is
better to include this stuff in "Quisn Sabe?t"

Great Ghu! What'e this? WARP up & nickel?

I 1iked Ed Cox's professional etyle in his story "Dark Night."
wiizard of the Weird," don't care for smyithing that smaoks of Auggie.
But this was & damued Interesting article, [ must say. # We now find
that Radell Nelson ig g humorist. JAud a good one, I must send him
that bible, come dsy, eubexmephed. Dump itd Everythning, well, almost
everything was good in thig.ash. 1 hsve horily anything to complain
gbout., Don't sgree with hiwm, dut adnlrs Art Jerss faor otating his
views 8o Tearlessly. Wilkie 00llins...wuo0r3s..00mmer’'s pisce of fan-
flction was digested gulat wall...Which bringe me to say, MORE FANFIC-
PION in WARP., I place myeelf against the old fen who soorn fanfictiom
evesslt heolps develcyp your style as a writer.

Now to. Muleahy:

If it hadn't been for the freedom loving psdople, the freethink-
ers, wa'd still be in the midst of the Inguisition, & lovely piece of
Okristian doing, I can assure you that you are. ridiculous whsn you ase
sert that the Europsans defended themselves against thé "Mongol hordeg”
only because they loved their god. They 4id it only to protect them-
gelves, and xnothing more.

Was Columbus a Catholic? Funny but the history books...nan-Cath-
olio ones thet is...prefass not ¢ know his religiom. Soms ovan say
he might have besn a Jew. Esesides J heard it was Jews, moneylenders,
who supplied the monay to Columbus,

Vhy bring the religion of the settlers of this country into it¢
They didn't do it for religion; they 41d it for themselves. 4pd I hap-
pen to recall that the Pllgrims cemo here beosuse they wers persecuted
by the Cathalic Churoh.

et I ask you, Dan, to be a 1little bit more oareful absut YOUR state-
anLv s,

I believe the story of the convertod commiess Men gullible enuf
Yo believe in the ranting hypocrisy of qommunlsm should aertainly be
fool enuf to believe in Uatholioiom. They ware oconverted to Catholio=-
ism, weren!t they?

In closing, allow me to point out e fact you forgoet to mention a=
bout prominent Catholics: Adolph Hitlor ond Benito Mussolini were

Catholias,
BEN SINGER

{Presont address unknown ==
now in the U.8. Army Air Force)

1(For the benefit of newoomere in the audience, Ben isn't feuding with
?he Catholice. He im just as much apgainst Protestants, Jews, Buddists, |
Phaverlf2s, or any other religion you ocan nmemo. If hasio training i8 |
88 rugged nowadays a3 it was a few ysars ego, he is probebly also now |
€22d§?§8:1§2rthe ixmy,dt%g Navy, :geteoast Guard, militarists, paeifistd,
5 gant, an 8 0atTs . i
lain it 12e)) g 8% prowl around the moss hgll {giun,
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